[Epidemic neuropathy: proposal and arguments to rename Strachan disease as Strachan and Madan disease].
Strachan's disease is a condition which mainly affects the nervous system. It is characterized by optic, auditory and peripheral neuropathies and lesions of the skin and mucous membranes. In 1955 Miller Fisher gave it this name, since the clinical condition described by Henry Strachan in Jamaica during the nineteenth century was similar to that seen in Canadian prisoners-of-war in Japanese concentration camps during the Second World War. Since there are similarities between these clinical disorders and the major neuropathic epidemic seen recently in Cuba, we have reviewed and compared the endemic and epidemic conditions of similar characteristics seen in Cuba during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. We also make a detailed review of a similar condition described in 1898-1900 by Doctors Madan, López and Santos Fernández, during the last Cuban War of Independence. This seems to be one of the earliest descriptions of the disorder. We also consider the so-called Strachan's syndrome or disease, and descriptions from the same period of tobacco-alcohol amblyopia and beriberi. These conditions seem to have been very similar to the so-called optical and peripheral forms of the current Cuban epidemic. It is concluded that the clinical characteristics of the recent Cuban neuropathic epidemic, at least in the optical form, were seen to be endemic during the nineteenth century. In many cases this was considered to be alcoholic amblyopia or some other obscure neuropathy which became epidemic during periods of severe economic depression. Madan gave a full description of the disorder at the same time as Strachan did. In 1898 he also suggested its true cause and died trying to relieve it. We therefore consider that Strachan's syndrome should be renamed the Strachan-Madan syndrome.